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Birds of Chadron State Park 
Doris Gates 
NUMBER 2 
Chadron State Park is located in the northwestern corner of 
Nebraska ten miles south of the city of Chadron. The terrain varies 
from low flat or rolling plains to bluffs, the tops of which sre on 
a level with the table land south of the Park. The highest altitude 
is about 3,000 feet above sea level. Annual rainfall is about 
16 inches. 
The Park is located in a belt of pine covered bluffs, which 
extend across the corner of the state from South Dakota on the north 
into Wyoming on the west, The bluffs are capped by a soft rock 
knownas Brule clay. Vegetation includes mixed grass and ever-
greens, consisting mostly of western yellow pines and a few cedars. 
Along Chadron Creek, which flows through the east edge of the Park, 
are deciduous trees including cottonwoods, elms, ashes, boxelders, 
willows and others. There are numerous patches of low shrubs, 
including buckbrush (red berried), skunkbrush, chokecherries, and 
plums. Grape, bittersweet, five-leafed ivy, and poison ivy are 
celllBlen. 
Near the headquarters of the Park are a number of buildings and 
picnic tahles, which are visited by several hundred people on 
favorable Sundays and holidays. There are two ponds, one for 
swimming and one for boating. The latter contains small bass and 
bluegills. In the area near the headquarters are a number of cabins 
available to tourists, and barns where riding horses and cows are 
kept. 
I stayed in the Park most of two summers (1948 and 1950) and 
visited for a short time during two other summers (1946 and 1949). 
Bird lists were taken each time over the whole area from the edge of 
the city of Chadron to approximately a mile south of the edge of the 
table, 
The most conspicuous bird in Chadron State Park is the Red-eyed 
Vireo, It sings throughout the day everywhere on the lowlands. 
Redstarts are quite conspicuous around the pond areas and near the 
creek. Chipping Sparrows, Lark Sparrows and Pine Siskins can be 
seen almost anywhere in the Park area, In the evenings Nighthawks 
fill the air, and they fly so close to the water that visitors have 
been afraid to ride in boats. Chats are not plentiful, but there 
are enough that a hiker along the lowlands is hardly ever out of the 
sound of their songs. One or two Kingfishers can nearly always be 
seen or heard clattering in the vicinity of water. Ovenbirds can be 
heard almost anytime usually back in the hills. Western Wood Pewees 
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are co1111non in late summer and seem quite unafraid of people, often 
flying so close while catching insects that clapping of their bills 
is clearly audible. Towhees inhabit every little clump of shrubs. 
Grackles, Robins, and Eastern Kingbirds are numerous. 
The fact that certain bird species nested in and around Chadron 
State Park was determined by finding the nests and by seeing young 
birds, Nests were as follows: Red-tailed Hawk--two nests in pines; 
Prairie Falcon--two, on narrow ledges of the west side of buttes; 
Western Mourning Dove--a number were seen on the ground and an equal 
number in trees; Red-headed Woodpecker--two, in the hollows of·an 
ash and pine; Downy Woodpecker--in the hollow of an ash; Say's 
Phoebe--over the door of a privy (those who attended the N.O.U. 
meeting at Chadron in the spring of 1950 may remember seeing the 
beginning of a nest over the door of a meeting house); Violet-green 
Swallow--in a diagonal cleft in a butte; Western House Wren--in a 
wren house in the superintendant's yard, another on a ledge in the 
shelter house; Brown Thrssher--in s grapevine (newly hatched young 
had disappeared by the second day); Robin--on a log at the corner of 
the cabin; Mountain Bluebird--in a hollow pine stump about five feet 
tall; Bronzed Grackle;-several in both deciduous and evergreen 
trees; Rocky Mountain Groabeak(Black-headed)--two, both in deciduous 
trees; Lark Sparrow--two, one at the base of a small pine, and one 
under a piece of bark that slipped from the brace-post of a fence; 
Chipping Sparraw--at the tip of a side branch of blue spruce. 
Following is a list of young birds observed in the Chadron 
State Park area: Red-tailed Hawk, Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon, 
Western Mourning Dove, Horned Owl, Red-shafted Flicker, American 
Magpie, Eastern Crow, Common Rock Wren, Brown Thrasher, Robin, 
Mountain Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing, Bronzed Grackle, and Chipping 
Sparrow. 
Among the interesting things I saw this summer was a family of 
Common Rock Wrens, I counted six in all, and they allowed my 
approach to within a few feet. They continually scolded and 
chattered and kept looking for food. Finally I came too close and 
the whole group flew sway, I found an excavation under a rock where 
tracks and droppings indicated their having been there. Another day 
I watched a Bronzed Grackle walk back and forth across a shallow 
place where water came tumbling over rocks. It seemed to be watch-
ing for something to come down stream. Later I saw a Grackle with a 
small fish in its mouth, The Cedar Waxwings flew over the boating 
pond using two different dead twigs as perchin~ places. They darted 
over the water very much like flycatchers. The young Horned Owls 
began their cat-like calls about dusk and seemingly kept it up all 
night. Even in the early morning hours I was sometimes wakened by 
their crying from trees just above my cabin. 
Following is a list of birds observed one or more times during 
the four years. My father, Mr. L. M. Gates, helped in the ipentifi-
ca tion of some of these birds, The birds are given in the order 
they occur on the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Cooperative Bird 
Migration and Occurrence Report Form. 
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Western Turkey Vulture 
Cathartes aura teter 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Buteo jaaaiceRsis sp. 
Golden Eagle 
Aquila chrysaetos canadensis 
Prairie Falcon 
Falco mexicanus 
Eastern Sparrow Hawk 
Falco s. sparverius 
Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Pedioecetes phasianellus caaprestris 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Phasianus colchicus torquatus 
Killdeer 
Charadrius v. vociferus 
Upland Plover 
Bartraaia longicaud.a 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Actitis aacularia 
Western Mourning Dove 
Zenaldur.a aacroura aarginella 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus a. alllericanus 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus erythrothalaus 
Horned Owl 
Bibo virginianus sp. 
Nuttall's Poor-will 
Phalaenoptilus n. nuttalli 
Nighthawk 
Chordeiles minor sp. 
White-throated Swift 
Aeronautes s. saxatalis 
Eastern Belted Kingfisher 
Megaceryle a. alcyon 
Northern Flicker 
Colaptes auratus Zuteus 
Red-shafted Flicker 
Colaptes cafer collaris 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Dryobates villosus sp. 
Downy Woodpecker 
Dryobates pubescens aedianus 
Eastern Kingbird 
Tyrannus tyrannus 
Western Kingbird 
Tyrannus verticalis 
Cassin's Kingbird 
Tyrannus v. vociferans 
Eastern Phoebe 
Sayornis phoebe 
Say's Phoebe 
Sayornis s. says 
Western Wood Pewee 
Myiochanes r. richardsoni 
Horned Lark 
Otocoris alpestris sp. 
Violet-green Swallow 
Tachycineta thalassina lepida 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
serripennis 
Barn Swallow 
Hirundo rustica erythrogaster 
Canada Jay 
Perisoreus c. canadensis 
Blue Jay 
Cyanocitta cristata sp. 
American Magpie 
Pica pica hudsonia 
Eastern Crow 
Corvus b. brachyrhynchos 
Pinyon Jay 
Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus 
Chickadee 
Parus atricapi l lus 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Sitta c. carolensis 
Brown Creeper 
Certhia familiaris americana 
Western House Wren 
Troglodytes aedon parkmanii 
Common Rock Wren 
Salpioctes o. obsoletus 
Brown Thrasher 
Toxo stoma r. rufum 
Robin 
Turdus naigratorius sp. 
Thrush (?) 
Hylocichla sp. 
Eastern Bluebird 
Sialia s. sialis 
Mountain Bluebird 
Sialia currucoides 
Townsend's Solitaire 
Myadestes townsendi 
Cedar \\axwing· 
Bombycilla cedrirum 
Shrike (?) 
Lanius sp. 
Starling 
Sturnus v. vulgaris 
Bell's Vireo 
Vireo b. bellii 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Vireo o l ivaceus 
Warbling Vireo 
\iireo gilvus sp. 
Yellow Warbler 
Dendroica petechia sp. 
Audubon's \\'"arbler 
Dendroica a. auduboni 
Ovenbird 
Seiurus a. aurocapillus 
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Yellow-throat 
Geothlypis trichas sp. 
Chat 
Icteria virens sp. 
American Redstart 
Setophaga ruticilla 
English Sparrow 
Passer d. doaesicus 
Western Meadowlark 
Sturnella neglecta 
Red-wing 
Agelaius phoeniceus sp. 
Orchard Oriole 
Icterus spurius 
Bullocks'• Oriole 
Icterus bullockii 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Euphagus cyanoctpha lus 
Bronzed Grackle 
Quiscalus versicolor 
Cowbird 
Molothrus ater op. 
Western Tanager 
Piranga ludoviciana 
401 South Ash, North Platte, Nebraska 
Rocky Mountain Grosbeak 
Hedyaeles n. aelanocephalus 
Lazuli Bunting 
Passerina aaoena 
Dickcissel 
Spiia aaericana 
Northern Pine Siskin 
Spinus p. pinus 
Goldfinch 
Spinus tristis sp. 
Red-eyed Towhee 
Pipilo e. erythrophthalaus 
Arctic Towhee 
Pipilo aaculatus arcticus 
Lark Bunting 
Calaaospi:a aelanocorys 
Western Grasshopper Sparrow 
Aaaodraaus savannarua 
perpal l idus 
Lark Sparrow 
Chondestes graaaacus sp. 
Slate-colored Junco 
Junco hyaenalis hyaenalis 
Chipping Sparrow 
Spizella passerina op. 
FIRST CHAillON MEETING, MAY 20 and 21, 1950 
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News and Notes 
Corrections for the 1950 Migration and Occurrence List,- The 
dates ior the Lapland and chestnut-collared Longspurs which are 
found in the Aurora column should be placed in the Bladen 
column. In the Bladen column the date after Yellow-throated 
Warbler should be transferred to Yellow-throat. 
The following changes should ~e made for the Stapleton 
list: Common Rock Wren, April 21, Olive-backed Thrush should 
read May 4 instead of May 14, Chestnut-sided Warbler should 
read Bay• breasted Warbler, May 21. Bobolink, May 13, not March 
13. 
Wanted.- 1950 issues of The Nebraska Bird Review. Anyone who 
no longer wishes their 1950 issues could do the N.O.U. a favor 
by returning them to the Custodian, Miss Mary Louise Hanson, 
University of Nebraska, State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska. The 
N.O.U.'s supply of these issues is very low and some issues 
are exhausted. 
1952 Annual Meeting.- The Corresponding Secretary is still 
looking for invitations for the 1952 Annual Meeting of the 
N.O.U. Any group willing to sponsor this meeting should con-
tact Miss Doris Gates as soon as possible as this matter should 
be voted on at the North Platte meeting. 
Audubon Society Issues Centennial Stamp Set.- A flamingo stalk-
ing along a mud flat, ivory-billed woodpeckers searching for 
grubs, and a snowy owl against a blue-black sky are a few of 
the dramatic subjects protrayed in the full-color Audubon 
Centennial Stamps recently issued by the National Audubon 
Society. 
Proceeds from the sale of Audubon Stamps will be devoted 
to the conservation work of the National Audubon Society. They 
are being sold at the rate of two sets for one dollar and are 
available from the headquarters of the Society at 1000 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 
President's Committee.- The personnel of the President's Com-
mittee is as follows: Chairman, Wilson Tout, North Platte; 
Vice-Chairman, Miss Doris Gates, North Platte; District Repre-
sentatives: lst, George Blinco, Chadron; 2nd, Earl W. Glandon, 
Stapleton; 3rd, Mrs. Robert J. Goodall, Ogallala; 4th, Dana 
Anderson, St. Edward; 5th, Mrs. Lily R. Buttoft, Fremont; 6th, 
Miss Marian Day, Superior; 7th, Mrs. Paul T. Heineman, Platts-
mouth; 8th, L. O. Horsky, Omaha; 9th, Louis Moos, Lincoln. 
HAWKS AND OWLS 
IMMATURE BROAD-WINGED HAWK 
A member of the genus Buteo, the 
Broad-Winged Hawk is decidely ben-
eficial. Feeding largely on in-
sects, mice and other rodents, 
lizards, small snakes, frogs and 
toads, it rarely molests birds of 
any kind. An uncommon resident 
and breeder in eastern Nebraska, 
it is rarely seen in the western 
lart of the state, 
WESTERN BURROWING OWL 
A sketch of this interesting and 
beneficial bird by George Miksch 
Sutton illustrates covers of THE 
NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW. In the 
Haecker-Moser-Swenk CHECK-LIST it 
is reported as a ''common summer 
resident and breeder in the west-
ern two-thirds of the state''. 
Although some authorities list it 
as breeding in the western prai-
ries east to Manitoba, Minnesota, 
and western Iowa, its occurrence 
in eastern Nebraska must be con-
sidered uncommon. T. C. Stephens 
in ''The Birds of Dakota County 
Nebraska'', which appeared in Vol. 18, No. 3, May 1937 issue of 
THE AMERICAN MAIDLAND NATURALIST, reports it as an'' 'uncommon sum-
mer resident''. One specimen was collected in the County of 1889; 
two adults and four young were observed in 1916. 
Photographs 
by Adrian C. Fox 
MARSH HA"1< NESTI.INGS 
Closely related to the Harriers of 
Europe and Asia, the Marsh Hawk is 
the only representative of this 
group in North America. Unjustly 
persecuted by thoughtless''sports-
men'', the Marsh Hawk is more ben-
eficial than harmful. Occasion-
ally feeding upon dead or wounded 
game birds left by hunters, cir-
cumstantial evidence has branded 
it as a hunter's ••competitor''. 
It is a common permanent resident 
throughout Nebraska. 
CAPTIVE IMMATURE RED-TAILED HA'M\ 
This is another beneficial member 
of the so-called predatory hawks. 
This particular bird was one of a 
f ami 1 y of four ''captured'' from 
an irate farmer who ahot the par-
ent ''chicken hawks''. Remains 
of rats and mice which were taken 
from the nest failed to convince 
the farmer of the hawk's lack of 
interest in his chickens. The 
A.O.U. Check-List (1931) recogni-
zes five races of Red-tails in 
North America. Four of these 
have been reported in Nebraska. 
The Eastern Red-tailed Hawk is 
reported as a common resident and breeder in the eastern half of 
the state. Krider's Hawk, Western Red-tailed Hawk and Harlan's 
Hawk are uncommon to rare migrants. Breeding records of the last 
two have not been established in the state. 
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Twenty-fiTe Year Sn••ary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska 
Part 5 - Grouse to Coots 
William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Eastern Ruffed Grouse 
Bonasa u. uabel lus (Linnaeus) 
North Platte (1) Mar. 26, 1949 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Tyapanuchus cupido aaericanus (Reichenbach) 
Brule (2) Jan. 10, 1947 Jan. 11, 1949 
North Platte (2) Jan. 4, 1947 Apr. 17, 1948 
Stapleton ( 5) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan. 1, 1945 
Northern Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Pedioecefes p. phasianellus (Linnaeus) 
Brule ( 1) Feb. 20, 1949 
Chadron (1) Jan. 10, 1947 
Hastings (1) May 2, 1943 
Stapleton ( 3) Jan. 1, 1949 May 2, 1947 
Eastern Bob-white 
Colinus v. virginianus (Linnaeus} 
Antelope County (1) June 12, 1949 
Bladen (3) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan, 5, 1947 
Blue Springs (1) Apr. 15, 1949 
Brady ( 2) Jan. 14, 1948 Mar. 31, 1949 
Brule ( 3) Jan. 1, 1947 Jan. 16, 1949 
Fairbury (7) Jan. 1, 1943 Apr. 5, 1945 
Has tings ( 6) Mar. 19, 1948 May 2, 1943 
Lincoln ( 3) Jan. 1, 1949 Apr. 8, 1943 
North Platte (3) Jan. 1, 1947 Mar. 1, 1948 
Omaha (7) Feb. 10, 1947 June 14, 1942 
Red Cloud (1) Apr. 12, 1942 
Stapleton (6) Feb. 1, 1946 May 30, 1943 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Phasianus colch.icus Linnaeus 
Antelope County (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Bladen (3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Blue Springs (1) May 1, 1949 
Brady (1) Jan. 1, 1948 
Brule ( 3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Crete ( 1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Fairbury (7) Jan. 1, 1944 Jan. 23, 1942 
Hastings (7) Jan. 1, 1944 Mar. 15, 1945 
Lincoln (4) Feb. 6, 1944 May 8, 1947 
North Platte (2) Jan. 4, 1948 Jan. 11, 1949 
Omaha (6) Jan. 5, 1943 May 13, 1945 
Red Cloud (1) Jan. 6, 1942 
Stapleton ( 5) Jan. 1, 1945 Jan. 1, 1947 
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Whooping Crane 
Grus aae ri can a (Linnaeus) 
Brady (1) Mar. 8, 1949 
Hastings ( 2) Mar. 29, 1935 Msr. 31, 1936 
North Platte (3) Mar. 18, 1939 May 3, 1937 
Stapleton ( 2) Mar. 16, 1934 Mar. 21, 1943 
Sandhi 11 Crane 
Grus canadensis tabida (Peters) 
Bladen ( 3) Mar. 5, 1949 Mar. 17 I 1947 
Brule ( 3) Mar. 5, 1949 Mar. 17 I 1947 
Fairbury (5) Mar. 20, 1936 May 15, 1933 
Hastings (24) Mar. 1, 1930 Apr. 11, 1937 
Lincoln (4) Mar. 15, 1936 Apr. 27, 1935 
North Platte (7) Feb. 22, 1938 Mar. 16, 1948 
Red Cloud ( 13) Feb. 25, 1940 Apr. 9, 1930 
Stapleton (12) Feb. 25, 1946 Mar. 22, 1947 
Little Brown Crane 
Grus c. canadensis (Linnaeus) 
Hastings ( 1) Mar. 2(, 1927 
King Rail 
Ral lus e. eZegans Audubon 
Lincoln (2) Apr. 30, 1926 May 4, 1933 
Omaha (1) May 7, 1929 
Virginia Rail 
Ra l lus l. liaicola Vieillot 
Hastings ( 4) May 12, 1947 May 28, 1934 
Lincoln ( 3) Apr. 30, 1926 May 12, 1928 
Omaha ( 2) May 13, 1928 May 17, 1927 
Red Cloud ( 2) Apr. 17, 1937 Apr. 19, 1938 
Stapleton ( 3) May 26, 1949 June 25, 1946 
Sora 
Porzana carol ina (Linnaeus) 
Fairbury (13) Mar. 17 I. 1947 June 3, 1934 
Hastings (7) May 1, 1927 May 30, 1948 
Lincoln (9) Apr. 18. 1925 May 16, 1931 
North Platte ( 1) May 11, 1941 
Omaha ( 8) Apr. 24, 1945 May 23, 1927 
Red Cloud ( 3) Apr. 27, 1940 May 15, 1931 
Stapleton ( 4) Mar. 25, 1945 May 20, 1940 
Superior (1) May 9, 1925 
Yellow Rail 
Coturnicops noveboracensis (Gmelin) 
Omaha ( 1) May 3, 1927 
Florida Gallinule 
Gallinula chloropus cachinnans Bangs 
Fairbury ( 1) May 11, 1948 
Hastings (2) May 2, 1930 May 12, 1934 
Omaha ( 4) May 1, 1930 May 13, 1926 
Red Cloud (1) Apr. 3, 1938 
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American Coot 
Fulica a. aaericana Gaelin 
Apr. 21, 1949 
Apr. 19, 1949 
Mar. 30, 1949 
Apr. 3, 1949 
Apr. 8, 1949 
Mar, 9, 1927 
Mar. 9, 1925 
Mar. 12, 1944 
Jan. 18, 1937 
Mar. 4, 1932 
Apr. 3, 1938 
Feb. 22, 1949 
Mar, 16, 1929 
Antelope County (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brule ( 3) 
Crete ( 1) 
Fairbury (22) 
Has tings ( 24) 
Lincoln (16) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (21) 
fled Cloud (8) 
Stapleton ( 12) 
Superior ( 4) 
Biology Departaent, Doane College, Crete, NebrC18ka. 
Book ReTiew 
MENABONI'S BIRDS. By Athos and Sara Menaboni. Rinehart and 
Company, Inc. New York, 1950: xi and 132 pp. $10.00 
Apr. 27, 1948 
May 2, 1929 
May 10, 1941 
May 12, 1928 
May 1, 1941 
Apr. 15, 1945 
May 13, 1934 
Apr. 30, 1934 
Apr. 16, 1926 
This is a collection of very excellent bird paintings. According to 
many authorities Athos Menaboni is one of the greatest painters of bird life. 
This work contains thirty-two plates in natural color and thirteen pages in 
black and white. The text , written by Sara Menaboni, is the story of their 
lives of living with birds. Unfortunately words cannot satisfactorily des-
cribe this work; it must be seen to be fully ~ppreciated. In all probability 
this book will go down in history as one of the great books. -W. f. R . 
.. 
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County Bird Clubs• 
Wilson Tout 
29 
The next big movement in the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union activity could well be the organization of county bird 
clubs. These county bird clubs would not take the place of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, but would assist it in accom-
plishing one of its chief objectives - the extension of bird 
study in this state. 
Every bird club organized should be county wide. The 
Bruner bird club of Lincoln and the Brooking bird club of 
Hastings were named for ornithologists. The North Platte 
bird club and the University Place bird club were named after 
cities. Then there are the Audubon bird clubs, Nature depart-
ments of women's clubs, and other groups which have enthuias-
tic ornithologists in their memberships. 
Of course it doesn't matter so much about the name, but 
the membership should be county wide and take in bird lovers 
from rural areas and the villages. Experience has shown that 
these folks are not less bird enthusiastic than folks who live 
in the cities and they do supply fine leadership in addition to 
extending hospitality, sponsoting field meets and furnishing 
summer picnic grounds. 
When the members of the North Platte bird club want to 
observe birds they go to the· country away from the city. Three 
past presidents of the North Platte bird club have lived at the 
experimental substation three miles south of the city and one 
past president lives on a farm south of Brady, 25 miles away. 
The bird club has held many fine summer gatherings at both of 
these places. 
Ever since The Nebraska Bird Review was started it has 
emphasized the county rather than the city in its notes about 
birds. ''Notes on the Swainson's Hawk in Jefferson County,'' 
''Song Sparrow Winters in Logan County'' and ''Whooping Crane 
in Buffalo County'' were headings that were printed in one 
issue. In these days of the automobile the city folks go to t·he 
Country to see the birds. • 
Each county bird club should be affiliated with the Ne-
braska Ornithologists' Union. It would not b~ entitled to 
membership nor a subscription to The Nebraska Bird Review. 
Those would be secured by individual members. One of the 
officers of the county bird club would be a reporter for The 
Nebraska Bird-Review and a report would appear in each issue 
of the review telling of the most important events in each 
club. These reports would help other clubs in planning their 
*This subject will be discussed at the Annual Meeting. 
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activities. The president of each county bird club would be a 
member of the executive committee of the Nebraska Ornitholo-
gists' Union by virtue of office. 
When a county bird club is organized, it would apply to 
the president of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union for a 
Charter. The application would include such information as the 
president of the Union should require. A county club should be 
composed of adults only; should be open to all bird lovers in 
the county, and a charge of $2.00 should be made to pay the 
club affiliation costs. No charge should be made after the 
first year. 
The president of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union or 
some N.O.U. member selected by the president, should visit each 
county club once a year as the guest of the club. No expense 
~hould be charged to the club for this visit, but it would be 
expected to arrange for entertainment for the visitor. 
The fiscal year for all county clubs should be the same as 
that of the state organization. The terms of all of the 
officers of county clubs should start at the same time aa the 
terms of the state officers start. 
North Platte, Nebraska. 
Additions to the N. O. U. Library 
1. Brooks Bird Club Mail Bag (1950) 
2. The Explorer (The Cleveland Museum of Natural History) 
(1950) 
3. Massachusetts Audubon Society Newsletter (1950) 
4. Historical Newsletter (Nebraska State Historical Society) 
5. The Owl (1950) 
6. Newsletter (Audubon Society of New Hampshire) (1950) 
7. Topeka Audubon News (1951) 
Announce•ent 
50th Annual Meeting of the N.O.U.- The Annual Meeting of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union will be held in North Platte, 
May 11 and 12. The Pawnee Hotel will be the headquarters and 
each member should make his own reservations. From all reports 
this meeting should be a very excellent one and it is hoped 
that a large number of members will be able to attend, 
Nebraska Bird Review 31 
General Notes 
A FLOCK OF EVENING GROSBEAKS AT STAPLETON.- On October 11, 
1950 .a flock of ten Evening Grosbeaks (Hesperiphona v. vesper-
t ina), consisting of both adults and immatures, was discovered 
at the bird bath in our back yard. Three individuals were 
plainly adult males. These Grosbeaks were seen at various 
times through the three weeks following the first observation. 
They fed freely on the fruits of Russian Olives in our garden. 
When the berries were gone, the Grosbeaks left. 
Our records account for only four previous observations of 
the Evening Grosbeak as follows: One female visited our yard 
on October 31, 1938 and one male on November 8 of the same 
year; one (sex not recorded) was observed at the Dr. E. F. Carr 
residence, where it was feeding upon Russian Olive berries, 
December 6, 1947, and one female visited our bird bath on 
September 20, 1948.- Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton, 
Nebraska. 
GOLDEN EAGLES SEEN IN GAGE COUNTY.- As I was driving between 
Blue Springs and Beatrice on November 28, 1950 I saw four 
immense black birds fly across the road, so I stopped the car 
for a better examination of them. Two were so interested in 
getting a rabbit off the road that they perched on the fence 
post, where I got a fine look astosize and the golden heads.As 
the last two flew away I saw the large white mark on its wings. 
I'm sure that they were Golden Eagles (Aquila chrysaetos cana-
densis) and that the last two were immature ones.- Florence 
Patton, Blue Springs, Nebraska. 
LEWIS'S WOODPECKER IN SIOUX COUNTY.- While living in Denver, 
Colorado during the winter of 1936-37 I made the acquaintance 
of Lewis's Woodpecker (Asyndesaus lewis). Since then I have 
seen this species twice in Nebraska, both times in Sioux 
county. Jim Kimball and I saw one individual near the Ollie 
Seaman ranch in northwestern Sioux county near the Wyoming 
line on September 7, 1943. On December 10, 1950 I saw another 
•ear the Charles Kuhnel place in northeastern Sioux county.-
Levi L. Mohler, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
AMERICAN GOLDEN-EYE AT HOAGLAND.- On the afternoon of February 
25, accompanied by Merle Moore, I visited the junction of the 
South Loup and North Fork at Hoagland. Many hundreds of 
Mallards were observed. A few Pintails and four pairs of 
American Mergansers were among the Mallards. Three American 
Golden-eyes (Glaucionetta clangula aaericana) were also noted. 
The Golden-eye is a new species on the Logan county list.-
Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton, Nebraska. 
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NOTES FROM NORTH PLATTE.- I caught a Bewick's Wren (Thryoaanes 
b. bewicki) in my trap January 22 end banded it. I eew it in 
my yard in December and again January 3 and 4. It is a rare 
bird with us in the winter. 
Several Olive-backed Thushes (Hylocichla ustulata swain-
soni) spent e week or more in my yard in September feeding on 
the berries of Buckthorn. None of the summer birds had dis-
turbed these berries, but the Olive-becked Thrushes, coming 
from the north may not have known that the scientific name 
for the Buckthorn is Rhamnus cathartica. 
I saw e Greet !Hue Heron (Ardea h. herodias) along the 
North Platte river east of the city, February 27. This is en 
early date for these birds to return. Wilson Tout, Box 678, 
North Platte, Nebraska. 
REARING OF A SPARROW HAWK. About the last of June 1950 I 
picked up a baby Sparrow Hawk (Falco s. sparverius) which we 
kept for about e month, feeding her mostly on liver, grass-
hoppers, and English Sparrows. She made e wonderful pet end 
we became very fond of her. However, since we gave her quite 
e bit of freedom, she eventually left. I would guess she was 
about 10 weeks old when the accompanying photograph was taken. 
Mrs. Carl N. Collister, Route 3, Box 243, Greeley, Colorado. 
